The last day of the season dawned pleasant and dry after rain all day on the Friday, but with showers promised. Norton with a technical chance of promotion and Hanslope with a real chance of relegation, lots to play for.
Hanslope arrived and the heavens opened, and what a shower it was, if there had been nothing to play for we would probably have packed up at that point with the square a little squelchy!

However a short wait and the sun came out and the pitch was (marginally) playable with a reduction of 7 overs a side.

Hanslope started slowly with 26 off 10 so a double bowling change saw the introduction of Blundell and Smyth and another shower approaching. Immediate results from the change, both bowlers getting a wicket in their first over with Iseton (12) and Giffen (1) falling as the rain started doing the same.

Another wait and two more overs lost but the effort of covering the pitch well worth the effort as Blundell and Smyth restarted with their tails up. Their efforts delayed whilst Funnell (19) and Wyeth (27) chanced their arm. The fall of these two with the score at 66 started the rot.
In a series of aggressive full length bowling 15 balls saw the fall of 7 wickets for 4 runs including a hat-trick for Smyth giving Smyth (5-18) and Blundell (5-20) their first 5 wicket hauls for Norton and Hanslope all out for 70.

The return from tea saw another large cloud lurking and more work with the cover, no option for losing overs now the first innings was complete we were left chasing time and the runs, when eventually we were able to restart.

Allen (11) due to leave early put in some initial impetus but his loss brought in Chadwick who fell immediately, Baker (16) had a dip and Norton were going quickly but with wickets falling to Giffen (5-28) all the time. As the clouds gathered and the time went on it seemed clear that another break would see the end of the game. 

With results filtering through from around the county a loss could see Hanslope relegated unless they could get 6 wickets. In the end it all came at once, Norton only 8 runs short lost a 6th wicket and the rain returned with no time to complete the minimum 20 overs to get a result.
Match abandoned, enough points for Hanslope to stay up. Norton finish third but only 8 points from promotion. All in all a great season finished for Norton, 11 games won out of 16 finished.

